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FIG. 4

RECEIVED,/DETERMINE CHECK USER EMOTIONS

310~  USER TEMPERATURE WD CHER Paerees [ 350
REQUIREMENT

po|  TRANSMIT T0

MASTER CONTROL

SET TEMPERATURE IN GUIDE USER T0
330  USER SURROUNDING DESIRED REGION |~ 340

T0 DESIRED LEVEL IN ROOM /AREA




US 9,152,154 B2

Sheet 5 of 5

Oct. 6, 2015

U.S. Patent

TO04INOI
43LSYN

ot

71— @zum__wm WIdSI |~ 72

07— HiLdvay N |,

‘ NYOMLIN INISSID0Nd
A Y
] |
] |
“ — e
m Va7 m — 81
1 I )
I T - IHOV) _
1 )4 _

— S)IOVAUIINI 0/
[ NSk s | o /
m 19401 [ _ w’
m ;mw - AV |
| J “
L L S ]
8 YINEIS WALSAS ¥3LNHOD |
\e\ .
G O9IAd




US 9,152,154 B2

1
MULTI-DIMENSIONAL HEATING AND
COOLING SYSTEM

BACKGROUND

Maintaining a comfortable temperature in an indoor envi-
ronment, which is generally heated or cooled in order to
ensure the comfort of inhabitants or users of that environ-
ment, can be a challenging task. There is typically no link
between the setting of a thermostat or sensor and a comfort
level required by an individual. In many cases, rooms or a
given area can be heated and/or cooled even though no one is
physically present in the space. The result is wasted heating
and/or cooling resources.

BRIEF SUMMARY

In summary, the disclosure provides a method, system and
computer program product for controlling the temperature of
an environment, typically a user environment. The first
embodiment includes controlling the temperature of the user
environment by first determining the temperature required by
auser, wherein the user’s clothing includes atleast one sensor
that can read the surrounding temperature and communicate
with a master control to heat or cool the surrounding region of
the user, thereby making the user’s surrounding environment
comfortable for the user. In one embodiment, the sensor can
be configured to receive an input from a user and communi-
cate with a master control to set the temperature in the user’s
surrounding environment to the comfort level of the user. Ina
further embodiment, the sensor can also include a thermostat,
a thermocouple, a semiconducting material and/or any other
device that can measure temperature. In a further embodi-
ment, the sensor may determine the surrounding temperature
of the user’s environment and, depending on the input
received about the surrounding environment, the user is fur-
ther allowed to change the temperature to a desired level.

In a further embodiment, an area is subdivided into several
regions and the area has a master control which monitors the
temperature of the various regions. The master control is
configured to control the temperature of each region in the
area at different levels such that multiple users can configure
the temperature of a region or be guided to a region wherein
the temperature of the regions matches the temperature
desired by the user. One or more sensors can monitor each
region and communicate with the master control, thereby
keeping the temperature in given/desired regions at the
desired level.

In yet a further embodiment, the user can input a desired
temperature to the sensor, and the sensor communicates with
the master control to locate a region with the desired tempera-
ture and facilitate a match between the user and the region
with the desired temperature.

In yet a further embodiment, where there is a plurality of
users in a given region, the sensors from the plurality ofusers
communicate with the master control a desired temperature
of each user and the master control computes an optimal
average temperature for the region and sets the temperature to
the determined average temperature.

In yet a further embodiment, the master control reads a
user’s desired temperature and assists the user to move to a
region wherein the desired temperature of the user and the
temperature of the region match.

For a better understanding of exemplary embodiments of
the invention, together with other and further features and
advantages thereof, reference is made to the following
description, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
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2

drawings, and the scope of the claimed embodiments of the
invention will be pointed out in the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a personal heating and
cooling system with personal components thereof, in accor-
dance with at least one embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2. illustrates a room divided into a number of regions,
wherein the master control of the room maintains different
temperature levels in different regions, in accordance with at
least one embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates a network energy resource manager, in
accordance with at least one embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates a flow diagram for controlling the tem-
perature in a surrounding environment of a user, in accor-
dance with at least one embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 5 illustrates a computer system, in accordance with at
least one embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It should be readily understood that the components of the
embodiments of the invention, as generally described and
illustrated in the figures herein, may be arranged and designed
in a wide variety of different configurations in addition to the
described exemplary embodiments. Thus, the following more
detailed description of the embodiments of the invention, as
represented in the figures, is not intended to limit the scope of
the embodiments of the invention, as claimed, but is merely
representative of exemplary embodiments of the invention.

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment” or “an embodiment™ (or the like) means that a particu-
lar feature, structure, or characteristic described in connec-
tion with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiment of the invention. Thus, appearances of the
phrases “in one embodiment” or “in an embodiment” or the
like in various places throughout this specification are not
necessarily all referring to the same embodiment.

Furthermore, the described features, structures, or charac-
teristics may be combined in any suitable manner in at least
one embodiment. In the following description, numerous spe-
cific details are provided to give a thorough understanding of
embodiments of the invention. One skilled in the relevant art
may well recognize, however, that the various embodiments
of the invention can be practiced without at least one of the
specific details thereof, or can be practiced with other meth-
ods, components, materials, et cetera. In other instances,
well-known structures, materials, or operations are not shown
or described in detail to avoid obscuring aspects of the inven-
tion.

The description makes reference to the figures. The illus-
trated embodiments of the invention will be best understood
by reference to the figures. The following description is
intended only by way of example and simply illustrates cer-
tain selected example embodiments of the invention as
claimed herein.

It should be noted that the flowchart and block diagrams in
the figures illustrate architecture, functionality, and operation
of possible implementations of systems, apparatuses, meth-
ods and computer program products according to various
embodiments of the invention. In this regard, each block in
the flowchart or block diagrams may represent a module,
segment, or portion of code, which comprises at least one
executable instruction for implementing the specified logical
function(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative
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implementations, the functions noted in the block may occur
out of the order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks
shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially
concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the
reverse order, depending upon the functionality involved. It
will also be noted that each block of the block diagrams
and/or flowchart illustration, and combinations of blocks in
the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, can be
implemented by special purpose hardware-based systems
that perform the specified functions or acts, or combinations
of special purpose hardware and computer instructions.

Specific reference will now be made herebelow to FIG.
1-3. It should be appreciated that the processes, arrangements
and products broadly illustrated therein can be carried out on,
or in accordance with, essentially any suitable computer sys-
tem or set of computer systems, which may, by way of an
illustrative and non-restrictive example, include a system or
server such as that indicated at 12' in FIG. 5. In accordance
with an example embodiment, most if not all of the process
steps, components and outputs discussed with respect to
FIGS.1-3 can be performed or utilized by way of'a processing
unit or units and system memory such as those indicated,
respectively, at 16' and 28' in FIG. 5, in conjunction with a
master control 15' whether on a server computer, a client
computer, a node computer in a distributed network, or any
combination thereof.

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic of a personal heating and
cooling system including personal components thereof, as
broadly contemplated herein, in accordance with at least one
embodiment of the invention. As such, a personal heating and
cooling component that is associated with a user’s clothing
can bereferred to as a “personal temperature regulator” (here-
inafter also referred to as PTR), which can include a sensor or
a semiconducting material, a thermocouple, or the like. The
PTR can be placed at various points in or on the user’s
clothing or person, so that the heat (or cold) is distributed
evenly in the surrounding environment. For example, if the
user desires the temperature to be 21° centigrade, and the user
is located in an office where the temperature above the desk
may be 21° C., but below the desk can be lower or greater than
21° C., thereby causing some amount of discomfort, the sen-
sors will detect such non-uniformity and communicate with a
master control such that the temperature around the user and
the surrounding environment is evenly distributed. The PTR
system can also wirelessly communicate with a room’s ther-
mostat (herein after also broadly referred to as a master con-
trol), in order to facilitate heating and cooling resources not
being squandered.

Thus, in accordance with at least one embodiment of the
invention, components of a PTR can include a dress or cloth-
ing thermometer (sensor) 100, which can be configured to
also measure other parameters such as humidity, and personal
cooling/heating elements 101,112 and 113 for providing spot
cooling or heating to a user. As such, a communication mod-
ule 111 receives temperature feedback, as well as feedback
for one or more other parameters such as humidity, from
personal thermometer 100 and can communicate wirelessly
with a network energy resource manager 120 that accepts
such feedback. Resource manager 120, in turn, can regulate
the personal elements 101, 112 and 113 advantageously with-
out any human intervention.

Additionally, in accordance with at least one embodiment
of the invention, a room or apartment 103 heating/cooling
element, that is, an element that provides heat or cooling to a
room, apartment, or a portion of'a room or apartment, can also
be controlled by resource manager 120. Additional input for
the resource manager 120, in controlling personal elements
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101, 112 and 113 and/or room/apartment heating/cooling
element 103, can be provided via a thermostat 104 and ther-
mometer 105. In other words, a user can set the thermostat
104 for a room, apartment or portion of a room or apartment,
with thermometer 105 providing feedback by way of helping
control heating/cooling element 103. However, such control
can also extend to personal elements 101, 112 and 113 in
accordance with any of a variety of parameters and consider-
ations as broadly contemplated herein.

In accordance with at least one embodiment of the inven-
tion, if the PTR indicates that a person’s temperature is at
desired target levels, the external thermostat 104 can respond
accordingly. For example, the air conditioning can be shut
down if the person is sufficiently cool as indicated by the
PTR. Thus, as shown here by way of an illustrative and
non-restrictive example, in accordance with at least one
embodiment of the invention, the thermostat 104 is set at 21
degrees Centigrade, while the thermometer 105 reads 27
degrees Centigrade. This can reflect a typical thermostat set-
ting in response to a high ambient room temperature. How-
ever, the thermostat 104 and cooling system can be shut down
if, indeed, individual elements 101, 112 and 113 are already
sufficient to keep a person cool, or within a desired or prede-
termined measured temperature range as measured, for
example, via personal thermometer 100.

In accordance with at least one embodiment of the inven-
tion, a case can be considered in which a camera or monitor-
ing device is located proximate to the user sends information
about a user’s clothing to an apartment, room or building
cooling/heating system that estimates user comfort condi-
tions, and regulates a heating/conditioning system accord-
ingly. For example, if the system finds that a user is wearing
a warm jacket, the system can reduce heat to save energy.
Such an example is indicated in FIG. 1, where a camera is able
to record if there is any headgear at the area indicated by 107
or other clothing at the general area indicated by 108. Thus,
the heating/cooling system of a room, apartment, or room/
apartment portion can adjust the heating/cooling delivered by
an element 106, while a thermostat/thermometer combina-
tion 109 and 110 can essentially be modified or overridden by
receipt and processing of the aforementioned visual data.
Again, for example, if a user is wearing a jacket, then the
jacket would make the user feel uncomfortable if the tem-
perature of the room was too high. The monitoring device
proximate to the user can send information about the user’s
clothing and behavior, i.e., the user is wearing the jacket due
to illness, and the temperature in the surrounding environ-
ment of the user can be controlled to make the user feel
comfortable without removing the jacket or warm clothing. In
another embodiment, as soon as the user removes the warm
clothing, the monitoring device can transmit information to
control the temperature in the user’s surrounding environ-
ment accordingly to make the user comfortable.

In accordance with at least one embodiment of the inven-
tion, a system can use biometrics or any other type of moni-
toring device to determine a user’s approximate age and other
physical variables. For example, a baby may require a higher
ambient temperature than an adult. The system can also deter-
mine the comfort level of a user. For instance, the system can
use sensors to ascertain a user’s degree of comfort, e.g., via a
video camera and associated analysis of user emotions, and/
or via sensors that are placed on a user’s body. There can be
user history data and user feedback availed that permits a
prediction of a user’s expected comfort in given conditions.

It can also be recognized, in accordance with at least one
embodiment of the invention, that there may be a problem in
having one person override a heating/cooling setting in a way
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to make others uncomfortable. As such, a heating/cooling
management system can take into account the comfort of all
users, and thereupon determine an optimized scheme, for
example, an average temperature that strikes a balance
between the degrees of comfort of different users. The system
may also permit temperature regulation in or within any room
locally, and this may help address different user requirements
or individual degrees of comfort.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, in another embodiment, the room
210 (also referred to as a given area) can be divided into a
number of regions, wherein the master control 209 of the
room is allowed to maintain different temperature levels in
different regions. In at least one embodiment of the invention,
towards the end of each region, there would be a gradient. If
a user entering a room desires a particular temperature, the
user may input the temperature to master control 209 and/or
input can be fed by means of a sensor on the user’s clothing.
The master control 209 will direct the user to the appropriate
region where the user desired temperature is maintained.
This, for example, is advantageous in larger halls/room hav-
ing multiple users with varying needs.

As illustrated, the given area or room 210 is in communi-
cation with amaster control 209. The room 210 is divided into
various regions. For example, in this depiction, six regions
having different temperatures maintained for each of the
regions are illustrated. Region-1 212 is maintained at tem-
perature of 15 degrees by the master control 209. Region-2
214 is maintained at a temperature of 18 degrees. Region-3
216 is maintained at a temperature of 20 degrees. Region-4
218 is maintained at a temperature of 23 degrees. Region-5
220 is maintained at a temperature of 25 degrees, and assum-
ing the room temperature is 30 degrees, Region-6 222 is
maintained at room temperature of the outside natural tem-
perature of 30 degrees.

Assume, for example, that a first user desires a temperature
0f'20 degrees. The user input is read by the master control 209
and the user is guided to region-3 automatically, which is
maintained at 20 degrees. A second user desires a temperature
of 23 degrees, and the master control 209 guides the user to
region-4, where the temperature is maintained at 23 degrees.
This way, all users entering the given area 210 can be guided
to a comfort zone of their temperature preference, or approxi-
mate thereto. If the user desires a temperature that is not
provided in the regions, the user is guided to a region that
closely matches the desired temperature of the user. If there
are no users in a particular temperature zone/region, the mas-
ter control can reset the temperature of that region to a tem-
perature that is desired by most occupants of the room.

FIG. 3 illustrates a network energy resource manager 199,
in accordance with at least one embodiment of the invention.
Indicated at 205 is a communication module that receives, for
example, from sensors in a room or apartment and from a
user’s clothing, information about temperatures in one or
more locations and overall conditions of a user such as type of
clothing and/or user biometrics that can be used to identify
user characteristics such as age, etc. The data can be sent via
wireless transmitters located in a user personal cooling/heat-
ing system and from transmitters connected to thermometers
in a room.

In accordance with at least one embodiment of the inven-
tion, components 203 and 204 depict sensor data retrieved
from a user’s clothing/dress and from room/apartment sen-
sors, respectively. The data 203 and 204 are sent, respectively,
to estimators which estimate dress/clothing and heating/cool-
ing conditions of a user 201 and local heating/cooling effects
in a roonv/apartment 202. Such data permit a user to estimate
if he/she is comfortable with his/her personal temperature.
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The estimation data are sent to a regulation module 200,
where regulation of a roonv/apartment heating/cooling sys-
tem is undertaken. For example, if it is determined that a user
desires more heating, the room/apartment heating system is
activated to provide more heat at or near the user’s location.

Reference is now made to FIG. 4, which illustrates a
method of controlling the temperature in a surrounding envi-
ronment of a user. In Step 310, the user requirement (or
desired temperature) is received as input or can be determined
from the sensors placed on the user’s clothing or person. In
one embodiment, the user may input the desired temperature,
and the sensors on the user clothing can record these. Once the
requirements or preferences of the user are determined, this
information is transmitted to a master control in step 320. The
master control configures and maintains the temperature in
the user’s surrounding environment at a desired level
requested by the user as illustrated in step 330.

In another embodiment, when there are multiple users, the
requirement or preference for each user is transmitted to the
master control and the master control will guide the user to a
particular region in a given area as illustrated in step 340. In a
further embodiment, the sensors or external monitoring
devices in and around the user may provide additional inputs
to the master control such as the estimated age, emotions, etc.,
associated with the user and the master control can perform
step 330 or step 340 depending on the circumstance.

Referring now to FIG. 5, a schematic of an example cloud
computing node is shown. Cloud computing node 10' is only
one example of a suitable cloud computing node and is not
intended to suggest any limitation as to the scope of use or
functionality of embodiments of the invention described
herein. Regardless, cloud computing node 10" is capable of
being implemented and/or performing any of the functional-
ity set forth hereinabove. In accordance with embodiments of
the invention, computing node 10' may not necessarily even
be part of a cloud network but instead could be part of another
type of distributed or other network, or could represent a
stand-alone node. For the purposes of discussion and illustra-
tion, however, node 10' is variously referred to herein as a
“cloud computing node.” The computing node 10' is in direct
communication with a master control 15', wherein the master
control is configured to set and maintain the temperature
around a user’s surrounding environment to make the user
comfortable. In one embodiment, the computer node 10' can
itself be the master control configured to receive information/
data from the user and other external devices and provide the
user with an ambient environment.

In cloud computing node 10", there is a computer system/
server 12', which is operational with numerous other general
purpose or special purpose computing system environments
or configurations. Examples of well-known computing sys-
tems, environments, and/or configurations that may be suit-
able for use with computer system/server 12' include, but are
not limited to, personal computer systems, server computer
systems, thin clients, thick clients, hand-held or laptop
devices, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor-based sys-
tems, set top boxes, programmable consumer electronics,
network personal computers (PCs), mini-computer systems,
mainframe computer systems, and distributed cloud comput-
ing environments that include any of the above systems or
devices, and the like.

Computer system/server 12' may be described in the gen-
eral context of computer system-executable instructions,
such as program modules, being executed by a computer
system. Generally, program modules may include routines,
programs, objects, components, logic, data structures, and so
on that perform particular tasks or implement particular
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abstract data types. Computer system/server 12' may be prac-
ticed in distributed cloud computing environments where
tasks are performed by remote processing devices that are
linked through a communications network. In a distributed
cloud computing environment, program modules may be
located in both local and remote computer system storage
media including memory storage devices.

Computer system/server 12' in cloud computing node 10'is
shown in the form of a general-purpose computing device.
The components of computer system/server 12' may include,
but are not limited to, at least one processor or processing unit
16', a system memory 28', and a bus 18' that couples various
system components including system memory 28' to proces-
sor 16'.

Bus 18' represents at least one of any of several types of bus
structures, including a memory bus or memory controller, a
peripheral bus, an accelerated graphics port, and a processor
orlocal bus using any of a variety of bus architectures. By way
of'example and not limitation, such architectures can include
Industry Standard Architecture (ISA) bus, Micro Channel
Architecture (MCA) bus, Enhanced ISA (EISA) bus, Video
Electronics Standards Association (VESA) local bus, and
Peripheral Component Interconnects (PCI) bus.

Computer system/server 12' typically includes a variety of
computer system readable media. Such media may be any
available media that are accessible by computer system/
server 12', and includes both volatile and non-volatile media,
removable and non-removable media.

System memory 28' can include computer system readable
media in the form of volatile memory, such as random access
memory (RAM) 30' and/or cache memory 32'. Computer
system/server 12' may further include other removable/non-
removable, volatile/non-volatile computer system storage
media. By way of example only, storage system 34' can be
provided for reading from and writing to a non-removable,
non-volatile magnetic media (not shown and typically called
a“hard drive”). Although not shown, a magnetic disk drive for
reading from and writing to a removable, non-volatile mag-
netic disk (e.g., a “floppy disk™), and an optical disk drive for
reading from or writing to a removable, non-volatile optical
disk such as a CD-ROM, DVD-ROM or other optical media
can be provided. In such instances, each can be connected to
bus 18' by at least one data media interface. As will be further
depicted and described below, memory 28' may include at
least one program product having a set (e.g., at least one) of
program modules that are configured to carry out the func-
tions of embodiments of the invention.

Program/utility 40', having a set (at least one) of program
modules 42', may be stored in memory 28' (by way of
example, and not limitation), as well as an operating system,
at least one application program, other program modules, and
program data. Each of the operating systems, at least one
application program, other program modules, and program
data or some combination thereof, may include an implemen-
tation of a networking environment. Program modules 42
generally carry out the functions and/or methodologies of
embodiments of the invention as described herein.

Computer system/server 12' may also communicate with at
least one external device 14' such as a keyboard, a pointing
device, a display 24, etc.; at least one device that enables a
user to interact with computer system/server 12'; and/or any
devices (e.g., network card, modem, etc.) that enable com-
puter system/server 12' to communicate with at least one
other computing device. Such communication can occur via
input/output (I/O) interfaces 22'. Still yet, computer system/
server 12' can communicate with at least one network such as
a local area network (LAN), a general wide area network
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(WAN), and/or a public network (e.g., the Internet) via net-
work adapter 20'. As depicted, network adapter 20' commu-
nicates with the other components of computer system/server
12' via bus 18'. It should be understood that although not
shown, other hardware and/or software components could be
used in conjunction with computer system/server 12'.
Examples, include, but are not limited to: microcode, device
drivers, redundant processing units, external disk drive
arrays, RAID systems, tape drives, and data archival storage
systems.

It should be noted that aspects of the invention may be
embodied as a system, method or computer program product.
Accordingly, aspects of the invention may take the form of an
entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely software embodi-
ment (including firmware, resident software, micro-code,
etc.) or an embodiment combining software and hardware
aspects that may all generally be referred to herein as a “cir-
cuit,” “module” or “system.” Furthermore, aspects of the
invention may take the form of a computer program product
embodied in at least one computer readable medium (for
example, a tangible computer readable medium) having com-
puter readable program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of computer readable media may be uti-
lized. The computer readable medium may be a computer
readable signal medium or a tangible computer readable stor-
age medium. A tangible computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having at least one wire, a
portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store, a program for use by, or in connection with, an instruc-
tion execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wire line, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the invention may be written in any combination of
at least one programming language, including an object ori-
ented programming language such as Java®, Smalltalk, C++
or the like and conventional procedural programming lan-
guages, such as the “C” programming language or similar
programming languages. The program code may execute
entirely on the user’s computer (device), partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer, or entirely
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on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the invention are described herein with refer-
ence to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of meth-
ods, apparatus (systems) and computer program products. It
will be understood that each block of the flowchart illustra-
tions and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in
the flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be
implemented by computer program instructions. These com-
puter program instructions may be provided to a processor of
a general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or
other programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture. Such an article of manufacture can include
instructions which implement the function/act specified in the
flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

This disclosure has been presented for purposes of illus-
tration and description but is not intended to be exhaustive or
limiting. Many modifications and variations will be apparent
to those of ordinary skill in the art. The embodiments were
chosen and described in order to explain principles and prac-
tical application, and to enable others of ordinary skill in the
artto understand the disclosure for various embodiments with
various modifications as are suited to the particular use con-
templated.

Although illustrative embodiments of the invention have
been described herein with reference to the accompanying
drawings, it is to be understood that the embodiments of the
invention are not limited to those precise embodiments, and
that various other changes and modifications may be affected
therein by one skilled in the art without departing from the
scope or spirit of the disclosure.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for controlling temperature in a user environ-
ment, the method comprising:

receiving input user area temperature data captured and
transmitted from a sensor affixed to a user’s clothing,
wherein said input user area temperature data comprises
one or more temperature measurements of a surrounding
area of the user;

receiving input user clothing data captured and transmitted
from a monitoring device, wherein said input user cloth-
ing data comprises identification of one or more items of
clothing currently worn by the user;
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determining an approximate age of the user based on (i)
biometric data transmitted from the monitoring device,
wherein said biometric data comprises at least ambient
temperature associated with the user, and (ii) said iden-
tification of the one or more items of clothing currently
worn by the user transmitted from the monitoring
device;

receiving input room temperature data captured and trans-
mitted from a sensor positioned in a room currently
occupied by the user, wherein said input room tempera-
ture data comprises one or more temperature measure-
ments of the room currently occupied by the user; and

providing instruction to the user to move to a given area in
the room currently occupied by the user based on (i) said
input user area temperature data, (ii) said input user
clothing data, (iii) said input room temperature data and
(iv) said approximate age of the user.

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, comprising:

determining an optimal temperature for the user; and

receiving an input from the user regarding an optimal tem-
perature desired by the user.

3. The method as claimed in claim 2, comprising:

communicating the optimal temperature to a master con-
trol, wherein the master control is configured to adjust
the temperature in the user’s surrounding environment.

4. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the sensor
comprises at least one of a thermostat, a semiconducting
material, a thermocouple and a RFID tag.

5. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the sensor is
configured to receive an input temperature.

6. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the sensor is
configured to detect the temperature of the surrounding area
of the user and inform the user.

7. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, based on
user historical data, the sensor is configured to recommend a
preferred temperature as input to the master control.

8. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the monitor-
ing device includes at least one of a sensor, camera, RFID
tags, an acoustic sensor, a visual sensor, a semiconducting
device, and a thermocouple.

9. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the monitor-
ing device is configured to capture user related information
and transmit the information to a master control.

10. The method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the master
control is configured to compute an optimal temperature for
the user and adjust the temperature in the environment sur-
rounding the user to the optimal temperature.

11. The method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the master
control is configured to monitor the temperature of the envi-
ronment surrounding the user and modify the temperature
accordingly by raising or lowering the temperature.

12. The method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the master
control is configured to automatically control an air condi-
tioning unit.

13. A method for controlling temperature in an area, the
area being sub-divided into at least two or more regions, the
method comprising:

receiving input user area temperature data captured and
transmitted from (i) a first sensor affixed to a first user’s
clothing in a first of the two or more regions and (ii) a
second sensor affixed to a second user’s clothing in a
second of the two or more regions, wherein said input
user area temperature data comprises one or more tem-
perature measurements of a surrounding area of the cor-
responding user;

receiving input user clothing data captured and transmitted
from at least one monitoring device, wherein said input
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user clothing data comprises identification of one or
more items of clothing currently worn by at least the first
user and the second user;

determining an approximate age of the first user and the

second user based on (1) biometric data transmitted from
the monitoring device, wherein said biometric data com-
prises at least ambient temperature associated with the
first user and the second user, and (ii) said identification
of the one or more items of clothing currently worn by
the first user and the second user transmitted from the
monitoring device;

receiving input region temperature data captured and trans-

mitted from at least (i) a sensor positioned in the region
currently occupied by the first user and (ii) a sensor
positioned in the region currently occupied by the sec-
ond user, wherein said input region temperature data
comprises one or more temperature measurements of the
region currently occupied by the corresponding user;
and

providing instruction to each of the first user and the second

user to move to one of the two or more regions based on
(1) said input user area temperature data, (ii) said input
user clothing data, (iii) said input region temperature
data and (iv) said approximate age of the first user and
the second user.

14. The method as claimed in claim 13, comprising:

receiving an input temperature preferred by a user;

transmitting the input temperature to a master control;

guiding the user to the region with a temperature that most
closely matches the input temperature preferred by the
user.

15. The method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the at least
two regions in the area include a number of sensors transmit-
ting the temperature of the surrounding environment of each
region to the master control.

16. The method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the master
control is configured to at least one of heat and cool each
region, maintaining the temperature within each region con-
stant.

17. A method of controlling temperature in an area, the
method comprising:

receiving, as input, a temperature setting from each of a

plurality of users, wherein the users are located in the
area and the input is transmitted to a master control for
the area, and wherein the temperature setting from each
of the plurality of users comprises:
one or more temperature measurements of a portion of
the area surrounding the corresponding user; and
identification of one or more items of clothing currently
worn by the corresponding user;
an approximate age of each of the plurality of users
based on (i) biometric data, wherein said biometric
data comprises at least ambient temperature associ-
ated with each of the plurality of users, and (ii) the
identification of the one or more items of clothing
currently worn by each of the plurality of users; and
providing instruction to each of the plurality of users to
move to a given portion of the area based on (i) said one
or more temperature measurements, (ii) said identifica-
tion of one or more items of clothing, and (iii) said
approximate age of each of the plurality of users.

18. The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the master
control is configured to at least one of heat and cool the given
area, maintaining the temperature within the area constant.

19. The method as claimed in claims 17, wherein the mas-
ter control includes a sensor configured to measure and main-
tain temperature in the area.
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20. A system for controlling temperature in a user environ-
ment, the system comprising at least a processor and a
memory and configured for:
receiving input user area temperature data captured and
transmitted from a sensor affixed to a user’s clothing,
wherein said input user area temperature data comprises
one or more temperature measurements of a surrounding
area of the user;
receiving input user clothing data from a monitoring
device, wherein the monitoring device includes at least
one of a sensor, a camera, an RFID tag, an acoustic
sensor, a visual sensor, a semiconducting device, and a
thermocouple configured to capture and transmit the
user clothing data to a master control, and wherein the
input user clothing data comprises identification of one
or more items of clothing currently worn by the user;
determining an approximate age of the user based on (i)
biometric data transmitted from the monitoring device,
wherein said biometric data comprises at least ambient
temperature associated with the user, and (ii) said iden-
tification of the one or more items of clothing currently
worn by the user transmitted from the monitoring
device;
receiving input room temperature data captured and trans-
mitted from a sensor positioned in a room currently
occupied by the user, wherein said input room tempera-
ture data comprises one or more temperature measure-
ments of the room currently occupied by the user; and

providing instruction to the user to move to a given area in
the room currently occupied by the user based on (i) the
input user area temperature data, (ii) the input user cloth-
ing data, (iii) the input room temperature data and (iv)
said approximate age of the user.

21. The system as claimed in claim 20, wherein the pro-
cessor and memory are further configured for: (i) determining
an optimal temperature for the user, (ii) receiving an input
from the user regarding an optimal temperature desired by the
user, and (iil) communicating the surrounding temperature to
the master control, wherein the master control is configured to
adjust the temperature in the surrounding area of the user to
the optimal temperature, and wherein the at least one sensor
on the user’s clothing is at least one of a thermostat, a semi-
conducting material, a thermocouple, and an RFID tag,
wherein the sensor is configured to detect a surrounding envi-
ronmental temperature and inform the user.

22. The system as claimed in claim 21, wherein, based on
user historical data, the at least one sensor is configured to
recommend a preferred temperature as input to the master
control.

23. The system as claimed in claim 20, wherein the master
control is configured to (i) monitor the temperature in the
surrounding area of the user and modify the temperature
accordingly by raising or lowering the temperature and (ii)
automatically control an air conditioning unit.

24. A system for controlling temperature in an area, the
area being sub-divided into at least two or more regions, the
system comprising at least a processor and a memory, and the
system being configured for:

receiving input user area temperature data captured and

transmitted from (i) a first sensor affixed to a first user’s
clothing in a first of the two or more regions and (ii) a
second sensor affixed to a second user’s clothing in a
second of the two or more regions, wherein said input
user area temperature data comprises one or more tem-
perature measurements of a surrounding area of the cor-
responding user;
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receiving input user clothing data captured and transmitted
from at least one monitoring device, wherein said input
user clothing data comprises identification of one or
more items of clothing currently worn by at least the first
user and the second user;

determining an approximate age of the first user and the
second user based on (1) biometric data transmitted from
the monitoring device, wherein said biometric data com-
prises at least ambient temperature associated with the
first user and the second user, and (ii) said identification
of the one or more items of clothing currently worn by
the first user and the second user transmitted from the
monitoring device;

receiving input region temperature data captured and trans-
mitted from at least (i) a sensor positioned in the region
currently occupied by the first user and (ii) a sensor
positioned in the region currently occupied by the sec-
ond user, wherein said input region temperature data
comprises one or more temperature measurements of the
region currently occupied by the corresponding user;

transmitting (i) the input user area temperature data, (ii) the
input user clothing data and (iii) the input region tem-
perature data to the master control for controlling the
temperature of the area and the temperature of the at
least two or more regions; and

providing instruction to each of the first user and the second
user to move to one of the two or more regions based on
(1) said input user area temperature data for the first user
and the second user, (ii) said input user clothing data for
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the first user and the second user, (iii) said input region
temperature data for the two or more regions, and (iv)
said approximate age of each of the first user and the
second user.

25. A system for controlling temperature in an area, the

system comprising at least a processor and a memory, and the
system being configured for:

receiving, as input, a temperature setting from each of a
plurality of users, wherein the users are located in the
area and the input is transmitted to a master control for
the area, and wherein the temperature setting from each
of the plurality of users comprises:
one or more temperature measurements of a portion of

the area surrounding the corresponding user; and
identification of one or more items of clothing currently
worn by the corresponding user;
an approximate age of each of the plurality of users
based on (i) biometric data, wherein said biometric
data comprises at least ambient temperature associ-
ated with each of the plurality of users, and (ii) the
identification of the one or more items of clothing
currently worn by each of the plurality of users; and
providing instruction to each of the plurality of users to
move to a given portion of the area based on (i) said one
or more temperature measurements, (ii) said identifica-
tion of one or more items of clothing, and (iii) said
approximate age of each of the plurality of users.
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